2gO                               THE    SCENE    CHANGES
I had a Dutch socialist journalist before me to-day. He was very
dirty but cheerful, and when I hinted that people were suspicious of
him, he said that it was envy and lack of principle; that he lived by
principle; that he was an anti-smoker, an anti-drinker and a vegetarian
and he wore no socks, all from principle, and he pulled up his trouser
leg to show it, to the scandalised amusement of my female shorthand
writer. I felt inclined to ask whether he went unwashed also from
principle, but I abstained.
June 2. At seven-thirty last night, I heard of the naval battle fought
on the 3ist. It seemed a naval disaster. [This was the battle of
Jutland.]
Mr. Bell, of the American Embassy, came to see me. It seems that
a friend of Ambassador Page called and told him that the Mexican
Consul in London knew that Krumm Heller was carrying a letter
from Bernsdorff to the Kaiser and had passed it on to a Russian.
Ambassador Page sent for Bell and said: " You are naturally indiscreet,
you have a lot of friends in odd places. This seems to me to be a
moment for indiscretion." Krumm Heller came to see me this morn-
ing and said that if I would not send him back to America, he would
reveal a new plan of the Germans which would cost the Allies thous-
ands of lives. I arranged for Hall of the Admiralty and an officer
from the Military Intelligence to come down at ten-thirty.
June 3. I was out riding at seven-thirty and I met Aubrey Smith
[now Admiral Aubrey Smith], who threw an entirely new complexion
on the naval battle. He said that the communique had been drafted
by civilian officials at the Admiralty without relation to naval tactics.
That the German losses must have been at least as heavy as the British,
and this he judged from two facts: that on Thursday the German
wireless overstated our losses and mentioned ships that were not in
the fight at all. He expected that, when the ships returned, our
estimate would be enormously increased by the evidence of eye-
witnesses.                                                                             , !
This afternoon I saw Laughlin, First Secretary of the American
Embassy, who said that the effect of our first communique (on the
Battle of Jutland) on neutrals had been very bad.
I again saw the Mexican Military Attache, who told me a cock-